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In the early 1980s, a concerned minority student rec-
ognized the need of a support network for minority 
students in agricultural programs at Michigan State 
University. With help from a college advisor, this stu-
dent formed The Minority Agriculture and Natural Re-
sources Association (MANRA). After this news 
reached Penn State University, an advisor there formed 
a group called Minorities in Agriculture (MIA). The 
objectives of these groups were to recruit minority stu-
dents and provide a support system for them within 
the agriculture discipline. 
In 1986, MANRA and MIA sponsored "The First An-
nual Conference of Minority Students in Agriculture 
and Natural Resources" at MSU. The second annual 
conference was held at Penn State University. The 
third annual conference was held at University of 
Maryland Eastern Shore and this is when the name 
MANRRS came about which combined the two 
groups. 
MANRRS is a non-profit organization registered in 
the state of Michigan. MANRRS is a national organi-
zation that welcomes membership of people of all ra-
cial and ethnic groups. The central ideas of MANRRS 
can be summed up in one statement from the Consti-
tution and it is as follows: 
We the members of this society pledge to support en-
deavors that will always foster and promote the agri-
cultural sciences and related fields in a positive man-
ner among ethnic minorities. We also pledge to ini-
tiate and participate in activities and programs that will 
ensure that ethnic minorities will also be involved in 
and associated with the agricultural sciences and re-
lated fields ... We pledge to work for the inclusion, 
achievement and advancement of all people in the ag-
ricultural sciences. 
The Iowa State Chapter of MANRRS consists of about 
30 members and 3 faculty advisors. From the For-
estry Department, Thomas "Rashad" Easley and 
Rodney "Senoj" Jones are active members of 
MANRRS. Dr. Lita Rule is one of the faculty advi-
sors of MANRRS. The national MANRRS confer-
ence was held in Washington DC this year and Dr. Rule, · 
Thomas and Rodney attended. Thomas competed in 
the graduate oral research and won third place. Con-
gratulations Thomas! ! ! 
MANRRS is a community of students within the Col-
lege of Agriculture that gives a voice to traditionally 
underrepresented people. Remember: "a peo ith-
out a voice have nothing to say." 
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